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words, however, reassure him Macbeth demands to know
more The Witches get G above the cauldron Macbeth,
back to the audience, fiercely advances, and the cauldron
sinks, obeying the text It almost seems as if Macbeth has
stamped it out of existence The Witches, and Hecate, draw
back, moving backwards, up the stairs as though feaiful, as
they should be, of what follows Macbeth, C, sees the throne
loom out, the lights coming up on it and the Madonna
Music sounds The kings enter up R and down R variously,
each pausing before Macbeth, and in turn grouping then>
>elves round the throne, like a photograph group All Mac-
oeth's words must be audible Pauses are no difficulty let
t be all done with deliberation and ceremony Balls and
>ceptres and the glass should be visibly solid Finally, the
Grhost of Banquo enters and takes his place in the throne
tself Banquo's continual possession of the throne during
the middle action is most significant His royalty is spiritual,
reative, and real, Macbeth's selfish, lustful, and unreal
This is why Banquo worries Macbeth so much Now the
/vhole group is complete Macbeth stands G between it and
he bright Madonna The effect is splendid and solid The
angs as they enter must give Macbeth a good look usually
hey just peep at him through gauze The group then melts
iway, ceremoniously, moving -with dignity, the lights on
hem dimming Lights could for once go down all round the
tage leaving Macbeth alone illuminated C, a pm-pomt of
)urmng consciousness in Hell There is thunder and gallop-
ng of horses Later we have a realistic explanation, but
neanwhile they can be associated with the Witches' de-
>arture, riding through midnight storm-wrack Often in
ihakespeare a realistic stiucture provides a sound of more
eneral import as m the music preluding the middle action
f Othello, and the sound-effects in Hamlet After the Witches
anish, all the lights go up, the sky-strips are again red-
urtained doors, the wild nightmare crags are the corridors
f his own palace He stands dazed, in sudden daylight
le stares at the throne and dais late occupied by Banquo